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Polk County Public Libraries 
Protection of Copyright Policy 

 
 

It is the intent of the Polk County Public Libraries to comply with Title 17 of the United States code, titled 
“Copyrights,” and other federal legislation related to the duplication, retention, and use of copyrighted 
materials. U.S. Copyright law prohibits the unauthorized reproduction or distribution of copyrighted 
material, except as permitted by the principles of fair use.   

Polk County Public Libraries are not responsible for the improper or illegal use of any copies of materials 
from its collections. Upon request, library staff will provide available background information on items 
owned by the library, and reference information related to copyright and fair use principles. This is not 
legal advice and it is the customer’s responsibility to determine the appropriate use of an item.  It is the 
customer's obligation to determine and satisfy copyright or other use restrictions when copying, 
publishing or otherwise distributing materials from the library collections. Any responsibility for the 
consequences of copyright infringement lies with the customer. 
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